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Major Carlos W. Higgins and Captain Ronald F. Kozma
of the 429th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Nellis Air Force
Base, Nevada, have been selected to receive the Tactical
Air Command Pilots of Distinction Award.

During a practice bombing mission in an F-111, Major
Higgins and Captain Kozma experienced a sudden
explosion followed by a loud sustained roar, momentary
darkness, and a cockpit full of shattered glass, dust, and
debris. Both sides of the canopy glass had separated from
the aircraft. Both crewmembers had their helmet visors
down and oxygen masks on, but dust and shattered glass
blew into their eyes causing pain and reduced vision.
Major Higgins was violently buffeted by the windblast and
experienced severe ear pain. Captain Kozma, who was
leaning forward at the radar scope, was struck on the back
by a piece of glass, causing lacerations and a large bruise.
Major Higgins was able to take manual control of the
ai-~raft and initiated a climb to reduce airspeed and gain a

jjection altitude. Hand signals were used by the
“___Men to confirm their condition and decision to stay
with the aircraft since use of interphone and UHF
communication was impossible because of the noise level.

Major Higgins was able to lower his seat and lean
forward far enough to escape the worst part of the
windblast. This reduced his ear pain and allowed him to
check the cockpit for damage and malfunctions. Major
Higgins then called his wingman and reported he had lost
the canopy and could not hear radio transmissions, and
requested the wingman to take the lead for the return to
base. En route to Nellis, Major Higgins and Captain
Kozma passed notes and used hand signals to coordinate
their actions. As they dumped fuel, Captain Kozma
completed the required checklists, signaling after each
item was complete. On final approach, abnormal buffeting
occurred, probably due to the airflow over the open
hatches. Major Higgins counteracted this by flying an 8.5
degree angle of attack, rather than the normal 10 degrees.
A successful landing was accomplished. Investigation
revealed that a bird had struck the aircraft shattering the
canopy.

By their professional competence and teamwork
during a serious inflight emergency, Major Higgins and
Captain Kozma readily qualify as Tactical Air Command
: of Distinction. e

TAC ATTACK

CAPT RONALD F. KOZMA
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You're cruising along — taking it easy;
everything is humming, ticking, and purring
nicely. Instruments look good — no sweat. Then a
relay inside the brain closes and a small thought
pops to the surface . . . weather . . . get an update
on the weather and see if the forecaster passed
along the straight skinny. You call Center and

22

clear off frequency for a few minutes. ‘‘Pod
Metro thisis .. . ... "

What actually happens when you call Metro?
What process has taken place in order for Metro
to give you the poop you request? Read on
friends and find out about

glass-walled secti
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